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lllinois. On December 6, 2007, Blythe passed
away while serving the people of the Republic
of Suriname in South America.

After graduating from Bradley University,
she decided to join the Peace Corps.

Blythe was sworn in as a Volunteer on Au-
gust 3, 2006, after 4 months of intensive train-
ing. Leaving her loved ones and comfortable
life in the United States behind, Blythe bravely
took on the challenge of sharing her knowl-
edge and expertise with the Brokopondo peo-
ple.

As a small business and community devel-
opment advisor, Blythe dedicated herself to
improving the operations of a local water
project and building a community center for
the women in the village where she was stay-
ing.

While serving in Suriname, Blythe recog-
nized how extraordinarily blessed we are in
the United States, saying “l am so humbled by
the challenges the Suriname villagers must
conquer day after day. Here, each waking mo-
ment must be spent satisfying basic needs.”
Blythe’s dedication to improving the lives of
others is an example for us all.

Blythe’s ready smile, compassionate care
for the people of Suriname and efforts to bring
them hope have affected countless lives.
Blythe’s efforts will forever be a tribute to her
life and service.

Madam Speaker, | wish to offer my deepest
sympathies to Blythe’s parents, John and
Joan, and the entire O’Sullivan family. They
are in my thoughts and prayers during this dif-
ficult time.

Madam Speaker and Distinguished Col-
leagues, please join me in mourning the loss
of an extraordinary young woman, Blythe Ann
O’Sullivan.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ROBERT
CHESTO

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Robert Chesto for his support of
America’s fallen heroes.

Mr. Chesto has a long history of serving his
community in Las Vegas, Nevada. He moved
from Biloxi, Mississippi in 1955 and began the
4th grade at C.P. Squires Elementary School
in Las Vegas. He then attended Tom Williams
Elementary, J.D. Smith Middle School, and
Rancho High School. After graduating from
Rancho High School, Robert enrolled in the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas majoring in
Music. In 1970, after graduating from UNLV,
Robert was drafted into the United States
Army where he served on active duty in the
Nevada Army National Guard until 1990. In
1976 he began teaching in the Clark County
School District.

After retiring from the Army National Guard
as a Captain, Robert went back to UNLV to

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

pursue a degree in Education. In 2000, Robert
began as Principal at his own high school,
Rancho. As the Principal of Rancho High
School, Robert is dedicated to honoring those
who have served their country in the Armed
Services. Rancho High School has become an
“All American High School” with over 250
American flags decorating the school. Mr.
Chesto has also dedicated himself to remem-
bering Rancho’s history by incorporating a
“Wall of Honor” for the 23 Rancho graduates
who were killed in action during the Vietnam
War.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor Rob-
ert Chesto. He has not only served his country
in times of war, but also committed himself to
the education of our youth. His continuing
dedication to his country and to the remem-
brance of those who have fallen serves as an
example to us all.
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Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, | rise to call
the attention of the House to Ola Copeland,
an outstanding citizen of my district who re-
cently passed away in Gaffney South Caro-
lina, a place she called home for her entire
life.

Mrs. Copeland was known best for 15 years
of service on the Cherokee County Board of
Education. She believed in education, and as
a life-long citizen, knew Cherokee County well.
Her colleagues recognized her ability, and
elected her Chairwoman of the Cherokee
County Board of Education, a post she held
from 2003 until the day she died. During her
tenure on the board, she chaired the Cur-
riculum, Budget, and Special Needs Commit-
tees, served on the Maintenance, Property
and Grounds Committee, and acted as the
Board’s Parliamentarian and Legislative Con-
tact.

Despite a lengthy battle with kidney disease,
the disease that ultimately claimed her life,
Mrs. Copeland worked tirelessly to ensure that
Cherokee County students had the best in
education. To accommodate her dialysis
schedule, the Cherokee County School Board
reset its meeting. Just as kidney disease did
not stop her serving on the board of edu-
cation, it also did not prevent her from being
a friendly and familiar face at school functions.
The day before she was admitted to the hos-
pital with her last illness, she attended the
Gaffney High Homecoming Assembly.

Mrs. Copeland was deeply involved in her
church, served on numerous boards, and was
a member of various organizations that help
make Cherokee County a better place. She
was an organizer of Theta Beta Gamma So-
rority, Inc. and a member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. As if serving on the county
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school board was not enough, she also served
as an officer in the Rocky Mountain Red Hat
Society, Friends of the Cherokee County Pub-
lic Library, and on the board of Piedmont
Community Action. She was involved in Com-
munities in Schools, the Teenage Pregnancy
Awareness Council, First Steps Board of Di-
rectors, and the Renaissance Committee at
Gaffney High School.

Ms. Copeland graduated from Granard High
School and earned a business degree from
Limestone College in Gaffney. She is survived
by two sons, two daughters-in-law, and three
grandchildren. Her life was cut short and she
died before her time, but if we measure life
not by how long we live, but by how well, Ola
Copeland lived a long, full life. She left her
community better than she found it, and left
her fellow citizens a legacy of service and
achievement, including her sterling example of
what life in a democracy is all about.

——————
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Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor my friend Robert P. Ellis and his
dedication to the Southern Nevada commu-
nity.

Robert “Bobby” Ellis is the President and
CEO of B&E Auto Auction, an independently-
owned salvage company. It was recently an-
nounced that B&E will sell their assets to a
national company, a decision that should en-
hance their ability to serve customers’ needs
in Nevada.

Bobby also founded the Coalition of Inde-
pendent Salvage Pools of America in 2000, a
partnership of independently owned salvage
companies who make it their mission to pro-
vide reliable service, competitive pricing that
benefits insurance companies, and commit-
ment to their individual local communities and
state.

Bobby proved his devotion to education by
establishing the Robert and Sandy Ellis Schol-
arship Fund for students at Nevada State Col-
lege in 2004. Robert and his wife believed that
this scholarship endowment would not only
help students obtain a college education, but
would help the future economic growth and
development of Southern Nevada. In addition
to his generous donations to educational insti-
tutions, Robert has truly embraced the spirit of
philanthropy and has greatly contributed to his
surrounding community.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor my
good friend Bobby P. Ellis. His steadfast loy-
alty to the state of Nevada is an example to
us all, and | wish him continued success with
all his future endeavors.
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